
The Battle of Women’s Movement under the AKP Regime 

  

Turkey’s withdrawal from the Convention on Preventing and Combating 
Violence against Women and Domestic Violence should not 
be viewed as only a national backlash against women’s and LGBTI+ rights 
but be seriously considered as a symptom of a global problem. The right-wing 
authoritarian governments  around the world, for example in Hungary and 
Poland, have targeted gender equality politically and at the level of academic 
studies and gender programmes in the name of preserving “culture/traditions 
and family values” .The rights and the definition of “gender” in the Convention 
have also been made a topic of discussion in public discourse by the AKP due 
to the strong street resistance and the rise of feminist movements long before 
the State of Emergency period (2016-2018) which is remembered for the 
police violence and torture. 

Using Turkey as a case study, we aim to show if and how feminist activism and 
its strategies to keep the Convention alive have had an impact on legal 
practice. Women’s persistence to uphold the rights and values gained by the 
Convention has challenged the traditional treaty arrangements by enforcing a 
law that the State has withdrawn from. Feminists’ denial of the 
withdrawal creates new possibilities and new pathways of engagement with 
international law. A campaign called ‘The Istanbul Convention Keeps Us Alive’ 
initiated in 2019 by feminist organisations had a huge impact despite the 
pandemic restrictions and impediments. Since Turkey’s withdrawal from the 
Convention on 20 March 2021, social resistance formed new national and 
transnational alliances that aim for the annulment of this withdrawal. We will 
interview the representatives of established and newly-founded alliances; ‘We 
Will Stop Femicide Platform’ and ‘Women’s Platform for Equality’  that brought 
300 women and LGBTI+ organisations together in 2020.   
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